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550 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1897. 

An active interest has shown itself at the meetings, communica- 
tions having been made by many of the members and by visitors. 
Of these may be mentioned several on geology, especially of the 
vicinity, on the composition of soils, on a new mineral called Tri- 
saltite by Mr. Goldsmith, on glacial striae and rubbings made from 
them, and on a large deposit of corundum, in gneissoid or granitic 
rocks in Ontario. 

Two successful excursions were enjoyed by the Section : one on 
May 27th to Media, Mineral Hill, and the Sharpless quarry and the 
other on October 23rd to the quarries, etc. near Avondale, Chester Co. 

The Officers of the Section are as follows : — 

Director, Theodore D. Rand. 



Vice-Director and Conservator, 
Recorder, .... 
Treasurer, .... 

Respeci 



Wm. W. Jefferis. 
Charles SchafFer. 
John Ford, 
fully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, 

Director. 



REPORT OF THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

It is gratifying to be able to report the completion of the work of 
renovating the mounted collection of birds in the museum of the 
Academy. This work was begun in 1892 and has progressed steadily 
ever since, though press of other museum work has often occasioned 
delay. As finally catalogued the collection, of practically the same 
extent as at the time of the death of Dr. Thomas B. Wilson, numbers 
24,492 specimens. 

Of this number 15,000 duplicates, including the types, have been 
unmounted and placed in tight cabinets, while the remaining series 
of 10,000 specimens has been arranged systematically in the large 
exhibition cases on the old Ornithological Gallery. The improve- 
ment in the appearance of the collection is marked and the reduc- 
tion in the number of the specimens exhibited makes it possible to 
dispense entirely with the old wall cases in which the specimens 
were so much in danger from mold and dampness. 

The labelling, except in the case of some of the larger birds, has 
been restricted to group or family labels. The cards are so quickly 
spoiled by dust in the old cases that it has been considered best to 
defer the general labelling until new cases are provided and the col- 
lection is removed to the new Museum building. 
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All the specimens are numbered to correspond with the catalogue 
and all data have been preserved on the bases of the stands. 

The Conservator is now engaged in a careful study of the numer- 
ous type specimens contained in the collection, the results of which 
will be published in the Proceedings of the Academy, so that the im- 
portant facts relative to this famous collection may be properly pre- 
served. 

During the past year the completion of the work above described 
has involved the remounting of 500 specimens, the writing of 2,000 
labels and the entry of 5,000 specimens in the permanent catalogue. 

Besides this the entire collection was rearranged in the exhibition 
«ases to bring it into proper sequence. 

The Section's quarters have been still further enlarged by the 
allotment of additional space on the floor adjoining its room to 
accommodate the additional cases of skins. The whole study-series 
has been carefully examined and found to be in excellent condition. 

The accessions for the year comprise an important collection of 
North Carolina birds presented by Robt. T. Young, a small collec- 
tion of African species from Dr. Emil Holub and numerous spec- 
imens received from the Zoological Society. The Delaware Valley 
Ornithological Club has also added many rare and artistic groups of 
nests and eggs to the collection of Pennyslvania and New Jersey 
birds, and by its meetings at the Academy, has been instrumental 
in keeping up a live interest in this branch of science. 

The Stone Collection of Pennyslvania and New Jersey birds 
numbering upward of 2,000 skins has been received on deposit and 
is at the disposal of students who may desire to consult it. 

In reviewing the work of the year the Conservator wishes to ex- 
press his acknowledgment of the valuable assistance rendered by 
Mr. Henry W. Fowler. 

At the annual meeting of the Section held December 20, 1897, the 
following officers were elected : — 

Director, .... 
Vice-Director, . 



Recorder, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer and Conservator, 



Spencer Trotter, M. D. 
George S. Morris. 
Stewardson Brown. 
William A. Shryock. 
Witmer Stone. 
Witmer Stone, 

Conservator. 



